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• The political system of the country is 

Federalism. 
• Administratively, Ethiopia is divided into 9 

National Regional States/NRSs/ and 2 City 
Administration Councils /CACs/ 



2. Education System: 
• Education Structure 

- Kindergarten : age 4-6 
- Primary level- Grade 1-8 ( Cycle 1: Grade 1-4; Cycle2 

: Grade 5-8): age 7-14  
- General Secondary- Grade 9-10 : Age 15-16 
- Preparatory – Grade 11-12 : Age 17-18 
- TVET – Organized in to different Levels that may 

last from months to years 
- Higher Education- Tertiary level of Education : lasts 

from 3-6 years 
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Three types of national examinations are being 
given in Ethiopia today.  These are 

 Primary School Leaving Certificate 
Examinations (PSLCE) given to students who 
have completed second cycle of primary 
education – which is a mandate of Regional 
states. 

 Ethiopian General Secondary Education 
Certificate Examination (EGSECE) which is 
given at the end of the first cycle of secondary 
education – this is the mandate of the National 
Educational Assessment and Examinations 
Agency (NEAEA) 

 University Entrance Examination (UEE) which is 
given at the end of the second cycle of 
secondary education (preparatory education) – 
developed by Institute of Educational Research 
of the Addis Ababa University and administered 
by the NEAEA. 
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3. Types of National Examinations 





4. The purposes and uses of the 
examinations 

The purposes of: 
 PSLCE is certifying successful completion of 

primary education and it used for selecting 
students who should join the first cycle of 
secondary (general) education 

  EGSECE is certifying successful completion of 
general secondary education and it used for 
deciding which students should join the 
preparatory education and which goes on to 
Technical and Vocational Education and Training. 



The reforms that are currently underway 
are: 

• A national Agency is established 
responsible for national Examination and 
assessment by Council of Ministers 
Regulation No. 260/2012 

• Examination administration activity is for 
the most part decentralized (Regions 
administer the human and finance 
allocated for each exam center in their 
respective jurisdiction) 

• Efforts are being made to standardize the 
EGSECE 
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5. Current reforms 



These reforms are taking place because: 
 It was imperative that the body responsible for 



The main stakeholders responsible for the reform 
are: 

 Ministry of Education – played pivotal role for the 
Agency to get legal status 

 The Agency – Consistently demandi<n0.005 Tw 21.96 0 0 21.96 49.2 418.79>Tjr



 The management of the agency is leading the 
reforms in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Education and development partners.  

 The fact that the Agency has legal status is 
appreciated by all stakeholders because it has 
created a condition in which they can deal with 
the Agency directly rather than through the 
Ministry of Education.  

 The decentralization has empowered the 
regions to administer the financial resources 
allocated from the center.  In addition they have 
power to take action on offending students, 
teachers and other people involved in the 
examination process.  This has implication in 
strengthening the drive for providing quality 
education in their respective jurisdiction. 



The major challenges encountered by the Agency are: 
 Problem of collecting the examination papers after 

administration and bringing back to the Agency for future 
use (made standardization of examination difficult) 

 Ever increasing number of examinees and examination 
centers ( though decentralization solved many of the 
problems this fact is still a challenge because it is a 
threat to security of the examination) 

 Unethical conduct of invigilators, supervisors, center 
chiefs, school directors, police officers, district/zone 
examination officers, etc. (After decentralization the 
number of irregularity  reports has shown a remarkable 
decease, which shows that all irregularities are not 
reported) 

 Diversified and sophisticated methods of individual and 
group cheating attempts of examinees 

 Misappropriation of funds allocated for examination 
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6. Major Challenges 



The Agency does everything in its power to 
anticipate and bring solution to the above 
challenges.   

 But some of them are insurmountable at this 
stage.  For instance, there is no way to collect 
all examination papers after test 
administration due to the sheer number of the 
examinees and examination centers. (1243 
centers, near a million examinees, an average 
of 10 subject examinations per examinee).    

 The Agency collects reports on unethical 
conducts related to examination administration 
and take appropriate action on offenders in 
accordance with its examination 
administration manual. 
 

14 

Cont’d 



 
7. Mechanisms that will be Put in 
       Place to Ensure the Quality of   
        Examinations:- 
 
  
• Reliable and valid examination will be used. 
 



8. Ethiopia’s Examination 
Programme in Five  Years:- 

 
•
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